
Title: Understanding Whole Numbers 

 

Grade Level: 3-5 

 

Objective: 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

 

Identify whole numbers and their characteristics. 

Understand place value and the role it plays in whole numbers. 

Compare and order whole numbers. 

Perform addition and subtraction operations with whole numbers. 

Apply whole numbers in real-life situations. 

Materials: 

 

Whiteboard or blackboard 

Markers or chalk 

Whole number cards (0-9) 

Base-10 blocks 

Worksheets with practice problems 

Real-world examples involving whole numbers 

Lesson Plan: 

 

Introduction (10 minutes): 

 

Begin by reviewing the concept of numbers and their importance in our 
daily lives. 



Introduce the concept of whole numbers as a set of counting numbers that 
include zero and do not include fractions or decimals. 

Ask students to give examples of whole numbers they are familiar with and 
write them on the board. 

Discuss the characteristics of whole numbers, such as being non-negative, 
discrete, and used for counting or measuring. 

Place Value and Representation (15 minutes): 

 

Explain the concept of place value and its significance in whole numbers. 

Use base-10 blocks and whole number cards to demonstrate place value 
up to thousands. 

Model how to represent and read whole numbers using place value, 
emphasizing the role of each digit in determining its value. 

Have students practice representing different whole numbers using base-
10 blocks and whole number cards. 

Comparing and Ordering Whole Numbers (15 minutes): 

 

Review the symbols for comparing numbers (greater than, less than, and 
equal to) and their meanings. 

Introduce strategies for comparing and ordering whole numbers: 

Use place value: Compare digits from left to right, starting with the highest 
place value. 

Use number lines: Plot the numbers on a number line to visualize their 
relative positions. 

Provide examples and guide students in comparing and ordering whole 
numbers using these strategies. 

Distribute worksheets with practice problems for students to work 
independently or in pairs. 

Addition and Subtraction of Whole Numbers (20 minutes): 



 

Review the basic addition and subtraction operations with whole numbers. 

Demonstrate addition and subtraction using place value and regrouping 
(when necessary). 

Model examples step-by-step, showing the importance of aligning digits 
correctly. 

Allow students to practice addition and subtraction problems independently 
or in pairs using worksheets or interactive activities. 

Provide opportunities for students to share their solutions and explain their 
reasoning. 

Real-Life Applications (10 minutes): 

 

Discuss real-life situations where whole numbers are used, such as 
counting objects, calculating money, or measuring quantities. 

Provide examples of word problems involving whole numbers and guide 
students in identifying the key information and solving the problems. 

Encourage students to create their own word problems and challenge their 
classmates to solve them. 

Conclusion (5 minutes): 

 

Review the main concepts learned about whole numbers, including place 
value, comparing/ordering, and addition/subtraction. 

Summarize the importance of whole numbers in everyday life and their 
applications. 

Address any remaining questions or concerns from students. 

Assign relevant exercises or worksheets for additional practice if needed. 

Assessment: 

 



Monitor students' participation and engagement throughout the lesson. 

Observe students' understanding during class activities and problem-
solving tasks. 

Review completed worksheets or assignments to assess students' grasp of 
whole numbers, place value, and arithmetic operations. 


